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Tregear, a good authority on the people, writes as follows:
" A more terrible ceremony accompanied the opening of
very grand houses,  such as a temple or council-hall.   A
member of the tribe was killed and his heart was cut out,
cooked,   and  eaten  by  the  officiating  priest,  with  many
incantations  uttered  the  while.    Among  the  East  Coast
tribes the body was buried inside the house at the base of the
end-slab (poupou-tuarongo) next the back of the building,
on the left side looking from the entrance.    Among the
Arawa,   Urewera,   and  many other  tribes  the  body was
buried at the foot of the central pillar, the pou-tokomanawa.
The body of the victim was called a f stone * (whatu) for he
was the foundation-stone of the new edifice.    In some cases,
after a lapse of time, exhumation took place and the bones
w.ould be taken to a shrine or altar (tuahu) to be deposited
as a spiritual influence (manea) for the owner of the house.
Not only was a near relative needed as a sacrifice of this
kind, but even a favourite child of the ruling chief might be
selected.    Taraia, to make sacred his new house at Herepu,
near Karamu,  Hawke's Bay, slew his youngest boy and
offered him as a whatu.    Thus goes the lullaby-song (priori) :
Then Taraia built his house,
Placing his youngest child
As a whatu for the rearmost pillar
Of his house Te Raro-akiaki.
Instances have been known of the sacrifice of slaves as whatu,
but ordinary men were not of sufficient consequence for
such a purpose. If, however, a distinguished captive were
available the victim might suffice, as Te Whakororo, when
captured by the Ati-Hapai tribe, was used as a whatu for
their great temple, Te Uro o Manono. His bones, exhumed
and hung up within the building, guided by their rattling
his son Whakatau to the place to wreak vengeance for the
insult.111
In Africa, when a king of Agbor in Southern Nigeria
built a shrine for his ancestral spirits, he caused a man and a
woman to be killed and buried under the foundations of the
edifice.2
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